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in which British influence is limited to the control of the
defence of the communications of the Empire through Egypt,
the protection of foreign interests, and the Sudan. The
demand for self-government was also increasingly insistent in
India. The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms (1919) promised
Indians an increasing share in the government of their country
until it achieved full" Dominion Status " ; but the process was
too slow for many of them. After an exhaustive investigation
on the spot by the " Simon Commission " (1928-1929), and
" Round Table Conferences " in London (1930-1931), an
attempt is now being made to set up a federal system, to include
Native States, as well as the Provinces under British rule.
§ 189. reparations and war-debts.—The end of 1922 was
marked by a number of important events. The break-up of the
Coalition Government in Britain, the abolition of the Sultanate
in Turkey, and the Fascist " march on Rome " all took place
during the October of that year. In December the Irish Free
State came into existence, and in Russia the " Union of Socialist
Soviet Republics " was formed by a federal treaty. Then the
turn of the year saw a climax in the long, triangular struggle
between France, Germany and Great Britain. The French had
suffered cruelly from the invasion of their soil, and they were
determined to use the Treaty not only to extort full repayment
for damage done, but also to prevent Germany from recovering
her pre-war strength. But " one cannot get milk from a cow
when once she has been turned into beef." The Germans
declared that the payment of the vast sums demanded was
quite outside the range of possibility, and that if they were not
given a chance to get their ruined industries going they would
not be able to pay anything at all. The French regarded this
as " malingering " ; but Britain was more sympathetic—partly
owing to a national inclination to " let bygones be bygones,"
and partly owing to the fact that we had less to gain from
reparations. Repeated conferences failed to reach any satis-
factory, conclusion; the two ex-Allies drifted farther and

